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“Not the bee upon the blossom,

In the pride o' sunny noon;

Not the little sporting fairy,

All beneath the simmer moon;

Not the poet, in the moment

Fancy lightens in his e'e,

Kens the pleasure, feels the rapture,
That thy presence gi'es to me.”

— Robert Burns

Editor’s
Note

My good people. Have a good look at the shire of Wilts, and some of Jane Austen’s
poetry. Lots of interest in the Dates of Importance section too. Long live the dinos.

Let’s start this issue’s stories with the insanity of Medugal, with The Puzzle Box. Hope
this will keep you up at night. Luke Gilfedder joins us again with another extract
from his impending novel, Die When I Say When, this time labeled The Noble Art of
Venerie. Apparently venerie is fox hunting. In French. No foxes were harmed in the
writing of the story, though the same could not be said about the making of the
magazine. Naturally, AR Duncan cannot be dissuaded from his continuing story and
Eagle’s Flight number 6 is now foisted upon us.

Keeping us on the edge of our seats is AR Green with part 5 of 4 Song of Spring: A
Sword Fit for a King titled: The Edge of their World. The Monkey’s Paw by WW Jacobs
fights The Severed Hand by Wilhelm Haufftf for literary supremacy. A twisted tale by
Rosamond Langbridge titled The Backstairs of the Mind and Nathaniel Hawthorne’s
Ethan Brand, or possibly Ethan Brand’s Nathaniel Hawthorne (I am not quite sure),
complete this mag.

Since our last meeting, I have brought out the L&A Catalogue. You can view it for
free on the website corncrakemag.com or purchase a physical edition on Etsy, under
the shop CorncrakeMag. It is a collection of the finest literature, art, and fashion
available for purchase.

Call of the Shieldmaiden /f )
Editor-in-Chief {



Wailtshire

Wiltshire (Wilts) is a ceremonial county in South West England. The largest settlement is Swindon, and
Trowbridge is the county town. After Swindon, the largest settlements are the city of Salisbury and the
towns of Chippenham and Trowbridge . Chalk downlands characterize much of the county. In the east
are Marlborough Downs, which contain Savernake Forest. To the south is the Vale of Pewsey, which
separates the downs from Salisbury Plain in the centre of the county. The south-west is also downland,
and contains the West Wiltshire Downs, the Vale of Wardour to their south, and part of Cranborne
Chase in the far south of the county. The north-west of Wiltshire is part of the Cotswolds, a limestone
area. The county's two major rivers are both called the Avon; the northern Avon enters the county in
the north-west and flows in a south-westerly direction before leaving it near Bradford-on-Avon, and
the southern Avon rises on Salisbury Plain and flows through Salisbury, then into Hampshire. The far
south-east contains part of the New Forest. Salisbury Plain is noted for the Stonehenge and Avebury
stone circles. Much of the plain is a training area for the British Army.

Stonehenge and Avebury, while

underlying chalk.

The Wiltshire flag depicts the emblem of a
great bustard (Otis tarda) in gold on a solid
green circle. The rim of this circle consists of
six sections in alternate green and white.
These evoke the famous stone circles of

representing Wiltshire’s six neighbouring
counties. Behind this emblem lies a field of
alternate green and white wavy lines, which
represent the county’s open grassland and



Dates of Importance

World Dinosaur Day in the UK is celebrated on June 1st and offers a variety of ways to celebrate and learn about these fascinating
prehistoric creatures. You can visit dinosaur museums such as the Natural History Museum in London, which is famed for its
dinosaur collection, though the famous Dippy the diplodocus has gone back home to Coventry. The National Museum of Scotland
also has a 12-metre long, life-size skeleton cast of a T-rex. Additionally, you can attend events like Dinosaur World Live, a touring
show that brings dinosaurs to life with amazing puppetry and heaps of excitement. For a fun day out with the kids, consider
visiting Dinosaur Isle on the Isle of Wight or Crystal Palace Park Dinosaurs in London. You can also participate in activities at
home, such as giving family members dinosaur names for the day and having a dinosaur-themed breakfast.

St Justin's Day is celebrated on June 1st in the Church of England as a Lesser Festival. This day commemorates Justin Martyr, an
early Christian apologist and philosopher who lived in the 2nd century AD. He is remembered for his contributions to Christian
theology and his martyrdom, which took place around 165 AD. In medieval England, feast days were significant events that marked
the lives of saints and were often celebrated with various activities. While specific details about how St Justin's Day was celebrated
in medieval times are not extensively documented, it is likely that it followed a similar pattern to other feast days. These
celebrations typically included church services, processions, and communal gatherings. The celebration of feast days in medieval
England was deeply rooted in the liturgical calendar and served multiple purposes. They provided a break from daily routines,
offered opportunities for communal worship and reflection, and reinforced the spiritual and cultural identity of the community.
Since St Justin's Day is a Lesser Festival, it may not have been as widely celebrated or recognized as major feast days like Christmas
or Easter. However, it would still have been observed in churches and monasteries dedicated to his memory. Today, St Justin's Day
is commemorated but may not be as widely celebrated as it was in medieval times. The Church of England continues to observe it
as a Lesser Festival, reflecting its historical and theological significance.

Saint Boniface, born Wynfrith around 675 in Crediton, Devon, England, had significant ties to his homeland despite spending
much of his life as a missionary in Germany. He is remembered in the Church of England with a Lesser Festival on June 5, the date
of his martyrdom in 754. Boniface's life and work are celebrated in Crediton, where a major shrine is dedicated to him at St
Boniface Catholic Church. Additionally, in 2019, Devon County Council, along with various religious leaders, officially recognized
St Boniface as the Patron Saint of Devon. Boniface's early life and education in England laid the foundation for his later missionary
work. He received a religious education from his earliest years and showed great ability, which led him to the Benedictine
monasteries of Adescancastre under Abbot Winbert. His correspondence and connections with England throughout his life
indicate the importance of his English roots and the support he received from his countrymen.

Saint Norbert, June 6, born around 1075, is not directly associated with England, but his influence extended to Northern Europe,
including areas that were part of England's historical and ecclesiastical connections. He is known for founding the Norbertine
order, also known as the Premonstratensians, which spread across Northern Europe, including regions that were under English
ecclesiastical influence during his time. Additionally, his work in reforming the Church and his travels to Rome could have
indirectly impacted English religious practices and institutions of the period. In England, Saint Norbert's Catholic Primary School
in Spalding, Lincolnshire, is an example of how Saint Norbert's legacy is carried forward in educational institutions. This school,
like others named after saints, aims to integrate Catholic faith traditions with national educational standards, fostering a spiritual
and academic environment for students.

Saint Norbert is also recognized as a patron saint for safe childbirth and is invoked for the well-being of pregnant women and
unborn children, which is a universal aspect of his veneration and not specific to England.

St Barnabas Day is celebrated on June 11th. Traditionally, churches were decorated with garlands of flowers such as roses,
woodruff, and lavender. In the 15th and 16th centuries, maidens would go "gathering” for church funds, and money was paid out
for "bread, wine and ale for the singers of the King's Chapel and for the clerks of the town" St Barnabas, whose real name was
Joseph, was a first-century disciple of Jesus and a Levite from the island of Cyprus. He was given the nickname Barnabas, which
means ‘son of encouragement), for his supportive and welcoming nature.7 He is known for his generosity, having sold his land and
given the proceeds to the church in Jerusalem. He also introduced Paul the Apostle to the apostles after Paul's conversion. St
Barnabas is celebrated for his role in encouraging the early Christian community and for his missionary work with Paul. He is
remembered for his kindness and encouragement towards others, especially those who were outsiders or had made mistakes.

St Botolph's Day is celebrated in England on June 17th, though in Scotland it is observed on June 25th. The day honors St Botolph,
an English abbot and saint who is regarded as the patron saint of boundaries, trade, travel, and various aspects of farming. Little is
known about his life, but he is believed to have been born in the early 7th century and founded the monastery of Icanho, which
was later identified as Iken in Suffolk. In medieval times, St Botolph's Day was likely celebrated with church services and
community gatherings, as it was common for feast days of saints to be marked with religious observance and local festivities.
However, specific details about how the day was celebrated in medieval England are limited in the provided context. Churches
dedicated to St Botolph, such as St Botolph's Church in Hardham, West Sussex, which houses some of the most ancient surviving
wall paintings in Britain, would have been central to the celebrations. These churches would have been focal points for the
community to come together and honor the saint. The significance of St Botolph's Day lies in the veneration of a local saint who
was associated with the development of land and agriculture, which were crucial aspects of medieval life. His patronage of
boundaries and trade also made him an important figure for the protection and prosperity of the community.



St. Romuald of Ravenna's feast day is celebrated on June 19th, the anniversary of his death. This day is recognized in the Catholic
Church and by the Camaldolese Order, which he founded. In the medieval UK, the celebration of St. Romuald's feast day would
have been part of the broader liturgical calendar. Monasteries and churches would have held special masses and liturgical services
to honor St. Romuald. These services would have included prayers, hymns, and readings from the life of St. Romuald,
emphasizing his role as a hermit and monastic reformer. Given St. Romuald's emphasis on penance and asceticism, some
monastic communities might have observed fasting or other forms of penitence on this day. Monks and nuns might have gathered
for communal meals or special gatherings to reflect on St. Romuald's teachings and legacy. In some cases, pilgrimages to sites
associated with St. Romuald, such as monasteries or hermitages he founded, might have taken place. Spiritual Inspiration: St.
Romuald's life and teachings served as a source of spiritual inspiration for monastic communities. His emphasis on solitude,
contemplation, and reform of monastic life resonated with the ideals of medieval monasticism. St. Romuald was a significant
figure in the 11th-century "Renaissance of eremitical asceticism." His reforms and the establishment of the Camaldolese Order
contributed to the broader movement of monastic reform in Europe. Hermitage and Solitude: His dedication to the hermit life
and the integration of hermitage with monastic community life provided a model for other hermits and monastics. This model
was particularly influential in the development of later monastic orders, such as the Carthusians and Cistercians. Cultural and
Religious Significance: The celebration of St. Romuald's feast day was part of the rich tapestry of medieval religious and cultural
life, reinforcing the importance of saints and their contributions to the Church and society. While the specific details of how St.
Romuald's feast day was celebrated in medieval England are not extensively documented, the general practices of liturgical
services, fasting, community gatherings, and pilgrimages would have been common ways to honor his memory and legacy.

Litha, also known as the Summer Solstice, is celebrated in the UK as a time to honor the peak of the sun's power and the longest
day of the year. In 2025, Litha will fall on Friday, June 20th. Traditions include connecting with nature, performing rituals such as
lighting candles and making offerings to deities, and gathering with friends and family to share food, drinks, and music.
Communities often celebrate with hilltop bonfires, dancing, and jumping over the flames for good luck. Additionally, some people
decorate their homes with wildflowers and make fairy offerings to honor the season's folklore and mythology.

Midsummer's Eve: medieval. Celebrated on June 23, which was an important celebration marking the summer solstice. It
included customs such as the wet fire ceremony, where a lit candle was placed in a boat and released in a stream or pool of water. If
the boat made it to the other side with the candle still lit, the wish would be granted. The feast ended with a dance called Threading
the Needle around the bonfire.

Saint John the Baptist Day, celebrated on June 24, is an important feast day in England, commemorating the birth of John the
Baptist. Traditionally, this day involves the lighting of bonfires, known as "Saint John's fires," which symbolize the transition of the
sun's height and length of the day, reflecting the themes of increase and decrease as stated in John 8.6 In medieval times, three
types of fires were lit: a bonfire made of clean bones, a wakefire of clean wood, and a St John's Fire made of both bones and wood.
Additionally, churches hold special services, and it is one of the quarter days in England.

Jane Austen Regency Week is celebrated in the UK to honour the life, times, and works of the beloved author Jane Austen and to
explore the rich cultural heritage of the Regency era. This nine-day festival takes place annually in Alton, Chawton, and Selborne
in Hampshire, UK, and it occurs in the third week of June each year. The celebration features a variety of activities, including
historical talks, theatrical performances, guided walks, and Regency-era dances. These events offer enthusiasts a unique
opportunity to immerse themselves in the world of Jane Austen and explore her enduring legacy. Visitors are encouraged to dress
in Regency attire to fully embrace the spirit of the event. Some of the events are run by registered charities that receive ticket
income as part of their fundraising activities, such as Jane Austen's House Museum (CIO), Chawton House, Hampshire Cultural
Trust, Gilbert White and the Oates Collections, and The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of the Resurrection,
Alton. The festival is organized by a group of volunteers and participating organizations under the auspices of the Alton Jane
Austen Group and is funded through ticket sales, grants, sponsorship, and advertising. Jane Austen spent much of her life in
Hampshire, where she wrote her most famous novels, including Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice, Mansfield Park, and
Emma. The festival celebrates both her life and the historical period in which she lived, encouraging people to explore their
cultural heritage.

Saint Peter is celebrated alongside Saint Paul on 29 June, known as the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul. This joint feast day is
more widely observed and commemorates the martyrdom of both apostles. Churches in the UK often hold special masses and
services to honor Saint Peter and Saint Paul. These services may include readings from the New Testament, prayers, and hymns.
Some parishes and communities organize events such as processions, community meals, and educational activities to teach about
the lives and legacies of Saints Peter and Paul. Many believers use these days for personal reflection and prayer, focusing on the
themes of faith, leadership, and martyrdom that are central to the lives of Saints Peter and Paul. It is celebrated because of
Recognition of Leadership: Saint Peter is recognized as the first Pope and a foundational figure in the early Christian Church. His
leadership and faith are celebrated as examples for all Christians. Both Saints Peter and Paul were martyred for their faith, and
their courage and dedication are honored on 29 June. Their lives and deaths are seen as powerful testimonies to the strength of
Christian belief. The joint celebration of Saints Peter and Paul on 29 June emphasizes the unity of the Church and the importance
of community in Christian life. These celebrations serve to remind believers of the rich history and traditions of the Christian
faith, and to inspire them to live their lives with the same commitment and faith as Saints Peter and Paul.



Ode To Pity

By Jane Austin

Ever musing I delight to tread

The Paths of honour and the Myrtle Grove
Whilst the pale Moon her beams doth shed
On disappointed Love.

While Philomel on airy hawthorn Bush
Sings sweet and Melancholy, And the thrush
Converses with the Dove.

Gently brawling down the turnpike road,
Sweetly noisy falls the Silent Stream—

The Moon emerges from behind a Cloud
And darts upon the Myrtle Grove her beam.
Ah! then what Lovely Scenes appear,

The hut, the Cot, the Grot, and Chapel queer,
And eke the Abbey too a mouldering heap,
Conceal'd by aged pines her head doth rear
And quite invisible doth take a peep.

Happy The Lab'rer

By Jane Austin

Happy the lab'rer in his Sunday clothes!
In light-drab coat, smart waistcoat, well-darn'd hose,
And hat upon his head, to church he goes;

As oft, with conscious pride, he downward throws

A glance upon the ample cabbage rose

That, stuck in button-hole, regales his nose,

He envies not the gayest London beaux.

In church he takes his seat among the rows,

Pays to the place the reverence he owes,

Likes best the prayers whose meaning least he knows,
Lists to the sermon in a softening doze,
And rouses joyous at the welcome close.
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The Noble Art of

Venerie
Extract from Die When I Say When

Luke Gilfedder

LUKE GILFEDDER is a writer from Manchester, set to launch his debut novel, Die When I Say
When, in 2025. Previously, he worked as a playwright, with scripts produced at The Royal
Exchange Manchester, the Lyric Hammersmith, and in London’s West End. He has recently
completed a PhD on the life and work of the modernist writer, Wyndham Lewis.

His fiction has been published in the Decadent Serpent and The Brazen Head magazines,
and he

regularly contributes essays to The Miskatonian and the Lewisletter journal. Twitter
@lukesgilfedder
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The Severed Hand

Wilhelm Hauff

Wilhelm Hauff was a German poet and novelist born on November 29, 1802, in Stuttgart.
Hauff received much of his early education in the library of his maternal grandfather at
Tubingen. In 1818, he was sent to the Klosterschule at Blaubeuren, and in 1820, he began his
studies at the University of Tubingen, where he completed his philosophical and theological
studies, graduating with a PhD. Hauff became a tutor to the children of General Baron Ernst
Eugen von Hugel, the Wirttemberg minister of war, and wrote his famous fairy tales for
them. These tales were published in his Marchen Almanach auf das Jahr 1826 (Fairytale
Almanac of 1826) and gained lasting popularity. In January 1827, he took on the editorship of
the Stuttgart Morgenblatt. His was cut short when he died from typhoid fever on November
18, 1827, at the age of 24. His collected works, including a biography, were published
posthumously in 1830.
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